
Hello Alumni!

It is hard to imagine that we are fast approaching Fall and the 

start of another new Program Year for the Club.  But with 

football starting this weekend, we know that it is a sure thing.

I hope everyone has had a good Summer and endured the high 

temperatures of Arizona, enjoyed your travels if that was part of 

your Summer, or are looking forward to returning to Arizona for 

the Winter to escape the cold.   Whatever the case, it is time to 

look ahead and prepare for the Club’s new Program Year. 
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  E D I T O R ’ S  W E L C O M E

This new Program Year proves to be an exciting year in that the club will celebrate its 

50th Anniversary in March 2024.  As we build toward that special event, the board 

has developed a diverse and exciting series of monthly events.  These are all 

identified and detailed in the following pages.

The first event of the year will be a tour of the Arizona State Capitol on November 8, 

2023.  This is a change from what had been planned and communicated in the 

previous newsletter.  The date is also one week earlier than had been previously 

communicated.  So, note these changes on your calendar.  Further details can be 

found on page 3. 

In December, the Club will attend the matinee performance at the Arizona Broadway 

Theatre to enjoy Irving Berlin’s popular White Christmas.  Further details can also be 

found on page 3.  Both the November and December events have early registration 

dates.  Note these dates and do not miss the opportunity to attend these events. 

With the upcoming 50th Anniversary Celebration for our Club, you will find an article 

on pages 6 and 7 about the Gold Rush trio, who will be entertaining the Club at that 

event.  They have been described as a fun, lively band who perform songs you know 

– and some you may not. The Club is offering a discounted price for early 

registrations for this event.  Read the details on page 5.

On pages 9 through 12, you will learn more about one member of our Welcome 

Team – Delrene Buterakos.  Learn about the amazing background of another of our 

long-time members.

As we look forward to the new Program Year, it is also time to renew your Club 

Membership.  Note more information on page 8, with the Membership Renewal Form 

found on page 14.

I hope you will enjoy this issue.  I look forward to seeing everyone again in 

November. Alan Steffe
Editor & Publisher

The Club Reporter

alansteffe@yahoo.com 
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Welcome back to an exciting year for our Club.  

I hope everyone enjoyed a good summer.   It is hard to 

believe that summer is fading fast. Soon we will be 

meeting again to kick off the Club’s 50th year in existence.  

Our Club began in 1974 under the direction of our first 

president, Frederick Limback.  The Club has come a long 

way since then and seen many changes over the years.  

We will be celebrating our 50th Anniversary with a special
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celebration on March 12, 2024.  Planning is well under way for an 

extraordinary celebration.  It will be held at the Martin Auto Museum and 

Event Center in Glendale, AZ, with special entertainment included.  Save 

March 12, 2024 on your calendar and watch for more details in this and 

upcoming newsletters, as well as on the Club’s website.  We will keep you 

updated as more details are finalized.  

Now is the time for building our Membership!  As you might know or 

encounter other GM Retirees or Alumni, invite them to attend a meeting or 

event.  Or better yet, bring them along to a meeting as your guests.  If they 

have additional questions, let a Board Member know, so we can follow-up 

with them personally.

Our Calendar of Events for the year has been finalized, culminating with the 

50th Anniversary Celebration on March 12, 2024.  Updates will be available 

in this and future Newsletters.  I hope you will take the time now to mark the 

dates of all the planned events on your personal calendars.  It is always 

great fun joining other Club members for afternoons of entertainment and 

socializing, with interesting presentations and delicious luncheons.  

As always, if there are any questions or thoughts you might have for future 

events, please contact any of our Board Members.

We look forward to your participation in the coming year and seeing you 

soon!

Jim Hall

2023 - 2024 President

hjskhall@gmail.com

We enjoy good times with friends, new and old, as we 
share our individual legacy with General Motors while 

experiencing ​the rich bounty of Arizona.

mailto:hjskhall@me.com
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(Continued on page 4)

As we look forward to a new Program Year, the Club has put together an appealing mix of events – interesting 

speakers and tours, an always enjoyable dinner theater performance, and a special 50th Anniversary 

Celebration.  Presented below are details for the November, December, and March events.  Additional details 

on costs and registration deadlines will be available in the next Newsletter as we get closer to the January and 

February events. 

November 8, 2023

December 7, 2023

Our November event will be a free tour 

of the Arizona Capitol Museum with 

lunch purchased individually at the La 

Canasta “Capitolio” restaurant within 

two blocks of the museum.  This is a 

change from the previously planned 

meeting at Chef Peter’s Bistro in Peoria 

on Scams and Identity Theft, which will 

be retimed for a later date. 

Please note that the date has been 

moved one week earlier than 

originally planned, from November 

15th to November 8th.

A Registration Form can be found on 

pages 15 and 16 or by clicking here.

Registration Forms are due by October 

31. 2023.

On December 7, 2023, the Club will 

again attend an excellent dinner and 

theater performance at the Arizona 

Broadway Theatre in Peoria.  This 

year’s performance is the ever popular 

Irving Berlin’s Christmas musical – 

White Christmas.  

A Registration Form can be found on 

page 17 or by clicking here.

Tickets for this performance must be 

reserved and purchased well in advance 

of the performance.  Therefore, note that 

Registration Forms are due by 

November 8. 2023.

https://www.azgmalumni.com/uploads/7/6/0/5/76050309/202311_arizona_capitol_museum_registration_form.pdf
https://www.azgmalumni.com/uploads/7/6/0/5/76050309/202312_abt_registration_form.pdf
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Since 2024 is the 50th Anniversary of the Club’s founding, the Board has planned a memorable 

celebration event for March 12, 2024 for all its members, with an agenda exceeding that of our 

typical monthly meetings.  Additional details will continue to be rolled out in future newsletters and 

on-line.  Today, you can learn more about the excellent entertainment planned on pages 6 and 7.

Additionally, the Club is providing a reduced price for our members who sign up early. The 

reduced price is $30.00 per person if registering before December 31, 2023.  Otherwise the 

price will be $40.00 per person from January 1, 2024 through the registration deadline of March 1, 

2024.  A Registration Form can be found on page 18 or by clicking here.
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❖ WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2023

Arizona Capitol Museum
Guided Tour & Lunch

La Canasta “Capitolio”, Phoenix

❖ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2023

AZ Broadway Theatre
Irving Berlin’s “White Christmas”

Dinner Theatre, Peoria

❖ WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2024

Teddy Roosevelt
portrayed by Joseph Wiegand 

EVIT Culinary School, Mesa

❖ FEBRUARY 15, 2024

Falcon Field, Mesa
 Tour & Presentation
Restaurant Pending

❖ TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 2024

50th  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Martin Auto Museum, Glendale

Advance registration discount until December 31, 2023.  
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2023-2024 Program Events

https://www.azgmalumni.com/uploads/7/6/0/5/76050309/202403_50th_anniversary_celebration_registration_form.docx.pdf
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We are happy to introduce the Special Entertainment for the Club’s 50th Anniversary Celebration – 

the band, Gold Rush.  They will share their talent while we dine and perform with vocals thereafter.  

Their sound is best described as “Americana”, a blending of sounds from the musical worlds of rock, 

folk, country, bluegrass, rhythm & blues, and other influential sources. Gold Rush is a fun, lively 

band who perform songs you know – and some you may not. 

The Club’s contact with the group is Jeff 

Rose, a long-time resident of Manistee 

County in Michigan and now an Arizona 

resident as well. As learned from 

information gathered through various 

media outlets, including:  “The Manistee 

News”, and “Bluegrass Today”, Jeff is a 

quiet man by nature – he lets his music 

do his talking. 

The master musician plays the 

mandolin and provides both lead and 

harmony vocals for the nationally-

recognized bluegrass band, previously 

known as “Detour”, now known as the 

“Gold Rush Trio.”     Jeff has toured 

over 20 years with “Iowa Rose”, “The 

High Canyon Ramblers”, and “The 

Porkypines.” https://bluegrasstoday.com/songwriter-to-songwriter-jeff-rose/

He has also led numerous workshops on songwriting, mandolin, and guitar technique.  And he is one 

of the reigning International Bluegrass Music Association golf champions.

Mr. Rose grew up listening to the Grand Ole Opry every Saturday night.  Whenever bluegrass would 

come on, he loved it.  His grandparents moved to Manistee County Michigan from Eastern Kentucky, 

so he feels bluegrass is in his blood.

He started playing the guitar when he was ten years old.  His dad and brother, Jon, taught him a few 

chords.  And his mom would let him out of his turn of washing the dishes if he would play the guitar 

for her.  In high school, he started jamming with other people, and once he played in a band, he was 

hooked on the performance side of music.  He plays guitar, mandolin, dobro (slide resophonic guitar), 

fiddle, bass, and banjo.  Although he plays the mandolin with the Gold Rush Trio, the guitar will 

always be his favorite.

Over the years he’s written many songs based on things that have happened or resonate with him, 

not based on a schedule or a plan.  On one occasion he heard a  story on the radio about soldiers 

home from war.  There were more than 600 homeless veterans in Northern Michigan.  And that 

brought Jeff to tears on how they couldn’t find a job in this land they had been been fighting for. 

So, he was inspired to write a song.  The timing of this inspiration was incredible as he had been 

asked to play for the Veteran’s Day ceremony in Manistee. So, he wrote the song, “Homeless of the 

Brave” on the way to the ceremony and called his lead singer, Missy Armstrong, and sang it into her 

voi

https://bluegrasstoday.com/songwriter-to-songwriter-jeff-rose/


P a g e  7V  O L U M E 70

   5 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  S P E C I A L  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

voice mail.  The rest is a heartwarming 

historical memory, as they sang it that 

night.    Proceeds  from  the single, 

available for downloads, went to 

supporting homeless veterans. Click on 

the link below the picture on the right to 

listen to “Homeless of the Brave”, 

written by Jeff Rose. 

We appreciate the opportunity to have 

Gold Rush perform for us and look 

forward to a very enjoyable event.

The music of Gold Rush can best be described as 

“Americana”, a blending of sounds from the 

musical worlds of rock, folk, country, bluegrass, 

rhythm & blues, and other influential sources.  

Gold Dust is a fun, lively band who perform songs 

you know – and some you may not. 

JEFF ROSE is a master of string instruments and is 

a talented singer-songwriter who has performed 

throughout North America.  Jeff is originally from 

Michigan.  (Mandolin, resonator guitar, acoustic 

guitar, bass, and vocals).  

DAVE WILLIAMS has had a lifetime passion for all 

kinds of music.  Like many musicians, he also loves 

collecting guitars.  He has been performing live for 

many years.  Dave grew up in Oregon.  (Acoustic 

guitar and vocals).

MIKE KUYKENDALL is the leader of the band and 

the musical storyteller.  He has been playing high 

energy, live music for over 50 years.  He is a native 

of Oregon.  (Acoustic guitar, bass, and vocals).

JEFF DAVE MIKE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kEXz1hPEHE

SCG’S NEWEST BAND, “GOLD RUSH.”
(SCG = Sun City Grand)

50 Years of…
Enjoying good times with friends, new and old

Sharing our individual legacy with General 
Motors

Experiencing the rich bounty of Arizona

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kEXz1hPEHE
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The Board is always looking forward for interesting meeting 

topics and activities that the Club members might like to do.  

At the same time, the Board is open to interesting ideas or 

topics that you as a Club member might have experienced.

Some ideas being considered for the next Program Year 

include:

It is again time to renew your club membership for the 2023 

– 2024 Program Year.  Memberships run from November 

through October to cover the program year when we 

convene each year.  Membership dues are due November 

1st and delinquent if not paid by December 1st of the 

program year.     Renewing   your   memberships  in  a  

timely  manner allows your Board to better plan and budget

Robert “Bob” Smith, long-time Club member, passed away peacefully on April 26, 

2023, at age 91 in The Woodlands, Texas.  Bob was born in Flint, Michigan, where 

he graduated from General Motors Institute (now Kettering University) with a BS 

Degree in Mechanical Engineering.  Bob started his GM career at Chevrolet and 

retired from the GM Technical Center after a successful 36-year career. He was a 

specialist in accident investigation/reconstruction and was a pioneer in auto safety, 

being invaluable to legal staff involved with accident litigation.  

His second wife, Jeanette, preceded him in passing away in 2022.

Bob’s obituary can be found at Robert Smith Obituary (neptunesociety.com).

   M E M B E R S H I P  R E N E W A L S  D U E  N O V E M B E R  1

   O B I T U A R Y  F O R  R O B E R T  “ B O B ”  S M I T H   ( 1 9 3 1  –  2 0 2 3 )  

➢ Barleens Dinner Show in Apache Junction

➢ Dr. Robert Smoldt, ASU Professor and retired Mayo Clinic 

CEO on Medicare Reimbursement Rates: Too Much or Too 

Little?  What are our Options?

➢ The Eddie Basha Collection – Western American & American 

Indian Art

➢ Chase Field Tour

➢ Dwarf Car Museum in Maricopa

➢ Doo Wop Musical Comedy performance

Contact any Board Member with your thoughts on these and any other ideas you might want to 

offer.

It’s that time
of year…

P a g e  6P a g e  8

for events.  We encourage everyone to renew their membership this year to participate in the 

special events of this special 50th Anniversary Year for the Club.  A Renewal Form can be found on 

page 13 or by clicking here.

https://obituaries.neptunesociety.com/obituaries/houston-tx/robert-smith-11267498
https://www.azgmalumni.com/uploads/7/6/0/5/76050309/2023-24_membership_application.pdf


This month we continue to get to know our Club members better by featuring an interview Roxanne Steffe 

conducted with long-time member Delrene Buterakos, who also serves at our Reception Table for Club 

events.

I was born in Minnesota.  But when I was two 

years old my family moved to Flushing, 

Township Michigan.  I graduated from 

Beecher High School, near Flushing.  I was 

involved in many school activities and 

received an excellent education.

Below:  Delrene front & center right in the dark cloak with 
entire cast. 

Starring in “Creatures of Impulse” Left:  Delrene stirs up a 
wicked brew.  Right:  Cast member & friend, Bev Church, 
beseeches the Mysterious Old Lady. 

Delrene Smeby – Honor Student
“It is better to give than to lend, 
and it costs about the same.”

Clubs and activities:
F.H.A 1,2; 
Y-Teens 1,2,3; 
V.C.Y. 2,3,4; 
Choir 3,4; 
Chorus 1,2; 
Operetta 3,4; 
Varsity Triple Trio 3,4; 
Girl’s Glee Club 2.

Three months after graduating from high 

school with honors, I  turned 18  and hired  

into GM  for office work.

Fortunately, I had taken 

many business classes 

while in high school.  

My first position was a 

typist and stenographer.
Buick Administration Bldg.
902 E. Hamilton Ave. Flint

I met my husband, 

Gus Buterakos, also 

from the Flint area 

at a YMCA dance.  

At age 20, we were 

married in 1963.  

Our first child, Todd 

was born in 1966, 

with our youngest, 

Chris, born in 1968.  

We were also 

blessed with two 

bonus grandsons, 

Kyle and Ryan, and    

two great grandchildren Avery and Asher. 

When our eldest, Todd, was two-years-old, 

and Chris was born, I left General Motors to 

be at-home with the children.  In addition to 

the responsibilities of Gus’ job, he was also 

on the zoning board for our community.  So it 

was a big help   to   the   family   for   me   to    

handle   the responsibilities  at-home.  At  that 

time,   Gus  was   employed   by  a  bank  and

(Continued on page 10)
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promoted to branch manager.   We all 

remember,    years    ago,    how    notoriously 

underpaid bank employees were, so I knew I 

would eventually have to go back to work. 

I was very fortunate to have my parents living 

nearby.  I had the perfect sitters for my sons 

and their grandparents loved having them.  

So I took the opportunity to increase my skills 

and enrolled at a local college (The University 

of Michigan – Flint), and earned a Bachelor of 

Arts with Distinction.  

After a 10-year hiatus, I was hired back into 

GM starting in a clerical position.  But my 

Bachelor’s degree and life experiences led to 

many promotions.  I was now motivated to 

enroll in graduate school, which GM paid for.  

I remain very thankful for the opportunities to 

work in various departments to “broaden my 

experience.”  

My final position, as a Senior Engineer, in 

GM’s Worldwide Facilities Group was by far 

my favorite.  This group worked with people 

and departments in their relocations.  GM 

provided me with specialized training in 

Computer Aided Design (CAD) and Computer 

Aided Manufacturing (CAM) at the General 

Motors Institute, learning how to design and 

produce blueprints for office layouts.  Looking 

back it’s easy for me to see how my career 

evolved through the many exceptional 

resources GM provided to me and to so many 

others.

Gus   later   accepted   a   position   with   the

Genesee  County  Community  Mental Health

Department as a Service Director.  He said 

some days he wasn’t quite sure which side of 

the desk he was on—ha ha.  Gus enjoyed his

career and the aspects of helping those in the 

community and he was promoted to 

Administrator.  

We were now living in Fenton, MI, a great 

community for raising a family.  We bought a 

home on Silver Lake, a private all-sports lake 

about 310 acres in size. Our family thoroughly 

enjoyed the fun and social activities of living 

on the lake. 

The Silver Lake Ski Club 
performs a show every 
Tuesday night during the 
summer. Onlookers enjoy 
the performance from 
the sandy beach.  
From the Tri County News  
July 18, 2019

In 2001, Gus finally retired, and I (with 31 

years of broken service) retired from General 

Motors. After retirement, we enjoyed the 

warm of the winter sun at our second home in 

Sun City, AZ and we did a lot of travelling.  

Cruises were one of our favorite things.  We 

went to the Caribbean, Hawaiian Islands, and 

cruised to Greece, three years in a row.  We 

continued to travel until Gus’ death in 2011.

   M E E T  C L U B  M E M B E R  –  D E L R E N E  B U T E R A K O S   ( C O N T ’ D )

(Continued on page 11)
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Our eldest son, Todd, graduated from GMI 

with a degree in Mechanical Engineering and 

continues to work in the automotive industry.  

Our youngest son Chris, is also a U.S. Navy 

Veteran.  

In 1991, after  our  sons  had  finished  

college,  we learned about the need to 

sponsor a foreign exchange student from 

Brazil.  A lady from church was placing him 

and the original sponsors were unable to take 

him.  So we decided to offer him a home 

while in the U.S.  It was a quick turnaround 

with the young man arriving the very next 

weekend.

What a wonderful experience this turned out 

to be, far beyond our expectations.  We made 

friends for life.  When he finished high school 

in the U.S.,  he went  home to  Brazil.  Twice 

we were invited to visit his family at their 

home in Rio.  One trip was topped off with 

attending Carnivale, what an experience!  Our 

foreign exchange student, Joao, studied for 

and now is a physician specializing in 

infectious  diseases  in   Brazil.  In   2010,  the 

year before Gus passed away, we were 

invited to Joao’s wedding to a  beautiful nurse

named Viviane.  Their  wedding  was  in  Sao

Paulo, Brazil and was  very nice.  Myself, and 

our sons Todd and Chris, still keep in touch 

with Joao and Viviane and consider them our 

extended family. 

I not only work with Rosemary Kovacevic at 

the Reception Table for our Club gatherings, 

she and I are travel buddies.  One of our most 

delightful trips was to “The Price is Right” in 

L.A.  Although neither of us were chosen to 

be on stage, we had a great time!

Rosemary and I enjoy an occasional trip to 

the casino as well as several cruises.  It is so 

convenient that she and her husband, John, 

also live close by on Silver Lake in Fenton, MI 

and Sun City, AZ. (Continued on page 12)
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Below:   Delrene wins big at a casino in 
Battle Creek, MI.

Delrene was acknowledged for her many 
accomplishments and years of exemplary 
contribution.

Left, Delrene’s youngest, Chris. 
And eldest son, Todd, with wife 
Pam and Delrene’s bonus 
grandsons Ryan and Kyle below.

Far left, Gus and Delrene enjoying 
socializing  on a Caribbean cruise.  
Center, Delrene with her mom and 
two sons.

P a g e  1 2P a g e  1 2
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This section – the Ambassadors’ Corner – will regularly keep you updated on what is happening at our Loyal 

Dealers – awards, special activities, promotions, incentives, etc.  Check out their latest news below.

The Liberty family concierges would be happy to meet you and help you 
toward the purchase of your next new vehicle.  Here are the deals they 
currently have available for our Alumni Club members.

Charles Macdonald
623-206-4077

cmacdonald@libertybuick.com 

Lydia Falcon
806-930-0741

lfalcon@libertygmcaz.com 

Carlos Alvarez
602-384-6145

calvarez@sandsautomotivegroup.com 

Sands Chevrolet in Glendale has announced 

the appointment of a new GM Alumni Concierge.  

Carlos Alvarez has been appointed to replace 

Alan Ray as the Concierge serving our Club 

members.  We thank Alan for all the help he has 

provided to our members over the years and wish 

him the best in his new assignment.

Carlos is eager to meet our Cub members and help 

you with your new car needs.  We look forward to 

bringing you more information about Carlos in a 

future newsletter.  In the meantime, make sure to 

look him up the next time you stop visit Sands 

Chevrolet in Glendale.

P a g e  1 3

When ready to purchase a new GM vehicle, remember that all nine of our 
Loyal Dealers have a dedicated GM Alumni Concierge assigned to serve our 
Club Members.  Click here to view them and their contact information.

mailto:cmacdonald@libertybuick.com
mailto:lfalcon@libertygmcaz.com
mailto:calvarez@sandsautomotivegroup.com
https://www.azgmalumni.com/uploads/7/6/0/5/76050309/20230819_gm_alumni_concierges_by_dealer.pdf
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