
Hello Alumni!

This past weekend was a very busy and exciting time to be in

the Phoenix area with the Super Bowl LVII being played in

Glendale and the Waste Management Open golf tournament

being played in Scottsdale. Both being decided late in the day

on Sunday, with very exciting finishes.

Actually, your Alumni Club also had a busy week starting with a

very nice social and learning event on Wednesday with docent-

led tours and a luncheon at the Musical Instrument Museum in

Phoen
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Phoenix. This venue overwhelms its visitors. There is so much to be seen and

learned about music and instruments from around the world, with new exhibits being

introduced regularly. Visiting the MIM and sharing a guided tour with people you

enjoy is the best way to go. You will find pictures from this event on pages 3 and 4,

with many more to be found on the Club’s website.

There are two more events scheduled for this program year that you will not want to

miss – a guided tour through the Heard Museum on March 14th and an opportunity to

learn about the native animals and creatures you might encounter around your home

or in the valley, when a representative of the Arizona Game and Fish Department

speaks to our Club on April 13th. More information about these events can be found

on page 5.

I am always amazed as I learn more about current Club members. Their varied

backgrounds are broad and their experiences are rich. You may see members

quietly and regularly attend meetings, but have no idea of the many talents they

possess and accomplishments they have had over the years. On pages 6 through 9,

you will find another interesting member interview compiled by Roxanne Steffe about

long-time members Bill and Ruby Boechler. I am sure this article will prompt some

new conversation you will have with them at a future meeting.

Along with the interviews, Roxanne has contributed another of the popular Member

Quizzes on page 11, with answers to last month’s quiz on page 10.

As introduced last month, the Club will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary in 2024.

The Board has selected March 12, 2024, for the Special Celebration to

commemorate this Golden Anniversary. I encourage you to put this date on your

calendar and reserve the date. Details of the special event are currently being

planned and will be rolled out as they are finalized.

See you at the Heard Museum on March 14th!
Alan Steffe
Editor & Publisher

The Club Reporter

alansteffe@yahoo.com
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Welcome!

We’ve gotten off to a great start with February’s activity,

the Musical Instrument Museum. This was the first time

I’ve toured since Covid took over. The Museum has

increased the quantity and quality of their Instruments,

their displays, and their history. The Museum provided

two Docents to guide us through the Museum. Their

explanations of the Instruments and their histories, and

in.
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in some cases the cultural meanings, painted a picture we would never have

anticipated. A trip to and through the Museum is something to look forward

to on your future visit.

It's time for us to finalize our events for Club Year 2023 and 2024. We are

still in need of more meeting options for November 2023 and February

2024. If you have any ideas and/or experiences that we should consider for

a future meeting, please let us know about it.

If you know of any past members or recent GM Retirees who aren’t

currently participating in the Club, let us know and we will be happy to

contact them. Your encouragement can also play a role in encouraging

them to join the Club.

Finally, you might dig through your GM memorabilia to see if there is

anything you might have that would be worthy of display at our March 2024

50th Anniversary Celebration. In the mean time, if you have any interesting

stories or information from your past experiences, we’re always looking for

material for our Newsletter.

Thanks for your membership. We look forward to your attendance at the

next two Meetings.

Jim Hall
2023 - 2024 President

hjskhall@gmail.com

mailto:hjskhall@me.com
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On February 8th, club members and guests assembled at the Musical Instrument

Museum in Phoenix for a brief presentation by MIM staff on the background and

overview of the museum and a brief Club business meeting before having a

delicious lunch in the Café Allegro. Following lunch, the group was given very

informative docent-led tours for a detailed overview of the various sections of the

Museum with opportunity to then investigate any of these areas in more detail

until close of the museum.

Always a Welcoming Smile!

(Continued on page 4)
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Jim Hall
President
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Many more photos can be found at PowerPoint Presentation (azgmalumni.com)

https://www.azgmalumni.com/uploads/7/6/0/5/76050309/20230208_mim_photos.pdf
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Sarah Porter
Speaker
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On March 14, 2023, the Club will tour the Heard Museum in Phoenix. The Heard is

recognized internationally for the quality of its collections, world-class exhibitions,

educational programming and its unmatched festivals. It is dedicated to the advancement

of American Indian art, and successfully presents the stories of American Indian people

from a first-person perspective, as well as exhibitions that showcase the beauty and

vitality of traditional and contemporary art.

The Heard Museum sets the standard for collaborating with American Indian artists and

tribal communities to provide a distinctive perspective about the art of Native people,

especially those from the Southwest.

providedJoin the Club for a guided tour of the museum, followed by a boxed lunch to be enjoyed in the Courtyard Café.

Everyone is then welcome to tour at their own pace those exhibits that caught their attention and require further

in-depth review.

A Registration Form for this event can be found on page 13, with a registration deadline of March 3, 2023.

Join the Club on Thursday, April 13, 2023 for an enlightening and

entertaining event as we learn more about the native species found

in our area. This includes a presentation by Nancy Kreuder,

Wildlife Education Coordinator, for the Arizona Game and Fish

Department. Her presentation will focus on the “Desert Animals

and Adaptations,” and will include several live exhibits.

Arizona is home to over 800 species of animals so it’s not surprising

to have encounters with them in our backyard, neighborhood, or out

on the trail. As a wildlife educator from Arizona Game and Fish,

NancyNancy will be bringing live native species to help you learn how to identify some of the most commonly seen

wildlife and best practices for avoiding conflicts. This will be an excellent opportunity for members and guests to

learn more and ask questions about those animals often seen in the area that make their home in the Arizona

desert.

The meeting will be held at Chef Peter’s Bistro in Surprise, a popular local eatery, where five choices of meals

will be available. See the Registration Form for this event for details. It can be found on page 14, with a

registration deadline of April 6, 2023. Speaker

Our Club will be celebrating its 
50th Anniversary in 2024.

Stay tuned for details as plans are finalized for celebratory 
meeting on March 12, 2024.  Save the date!



This month we continue to get to know our Club members better by featuring an interview Roxanne Steffe

conducted with long-time members Bill and Ruby Boechler…

M E E T  C L U B  M E M B E R S  – B I L L  A N D  R U B Y  B O E C H L E R
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(Continued on page 7)

Commentary:

For more than two decades, Bill and Ruby

Boechler have been active members of our Club.

In the somewhat recent past, Bill was pivotal in

adding dealers to our Loyal Dealer program,

while serving many years on our Board of

Directors.

Ruby, always dressed with impeccable style,

was as a mainstay of our reception team, with

Sue Smeets and Lora Tucker rounding out a

fabulous team of fine ladies, all retiring from our

reception table in 2019.

February 2017 Board Meeting at Courtesy Chevrolet

L-R:  Bill Boechler, Hal Hubbard, Ken Wechselberger, Jim 
Harshman, Alan Steffe, Roxanne Steffe, Scott Gruwell, President-
CEO Courtesy Automotive Group, Dennis Powers, Robert Goebel, 

Jim Smeets, Bob Adkins

L-R Lora Tucker, Ruby Boechler, & Sue Smeets

https://www.azgmalumni.com/uploads/7/6/0/5/760

50309/201911-12_club_reporter.pdf

We’re pleased to share with you a bit of their

history this month. It’s fascinating, as are all the

member interviews to-date. I know you will enjoy

reading this as much as I did.

Bill grew up in Allan, Saskatchewan,

Canada. While in high school, Bill played

football, performed in various plays, and

earned honors in Science, Chemistry,

Physics, and English. He attended college

at the Royal Military College of Canada in

Kingston, Ontario.

His military training included Basic &

Advanced Parachute, Winter Warfare, Arctic

Warfare, and Demolition Instruction, with

Guided Missile Training and Intelligence

School in the U.S.

After leaving the Royal Canadian Military

College, Bill entered the Army where he

served until late 1963. His first posting was

as Garrison Administrative Officer in Dawson

Creek, British Columbia, Canada, then part

of the Northwest (Alaska) Highway and

administered by Department of National

Defense (DND). While there, he met and

https://www.azgmalumni.com/uploads/7/6/0/5/76050309/201911-12_club_reporter.pdf
https://www.azgmalumni.com/uploads/7/6/0/5/76050309/201911-12_club_reporter.pdf
https://www.azgmalumni.com/uploads/7/6/0/5/76050309/201911-12_club_reporter.pdf
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(Continued on page 8)

married the lovely Ruby Dirks, originally

from Vancouver, BC, a nurse at the Red

Cross outpost hospital in the area. They

recently celebrated their 65th wedding

anniversary.

After Dawson Creek, Bill and Ruby were

transferred to Camp Borden, Ontario. While

there, Bill continued coursework in

Parachuting, Demolition Instructor training,

and Transportation, to name a few. He

performed operational assignments in

Europe, Africa, U.S., and Canada.

In February 1964, Bill accepted a position

with General Motors as a field

representative with their Motors Insurance

Corporation (MIC). After receiving training

in Automotive Engineering and

Management at the General Motors Institute

(GMI) in Flint, MI, he worked out of Toronto,

Montreal, and St. John, New Brunswick in

various field, sales, and service

assignments. Ruby continued her career as

a nurse, working in several nursing positions

during these years. In 1967, they returned

to Toronto when Bill was appointed

Supervisor of Field Operations.

They moved to Richmond, VA in 1968 when

Bill received his first management

appointment. Next, they went to Dallas, TX,

where Bill became a member of the GM

Regional Staff responsible for branch audits

through the Southwestern U.S. Ruby

continued working in nursing and was on

staff at the Southern Methodist University

(SMU) in the Student Health Facility where

she thoroughly enjoyed attending to the

health needs of the young university

students.

In 1972, Bill and Ruby moved to New

Rochelle, NY, when Bill was appointed to

the Future Planning Staff at the GM HQ in

Manhattan. Two years later, he went to

Rochester, NY, as the field branch manager

and, in 1980, he returned to Toronto as

Manager Field Operations for Canada.

The Boechlers moved back to the U.S. in

1986 when Bill became Regional Manager,

Western U.S. His office was in the GM

Headquarters building in Detroit, MI. In

1989, Bill was elected an officer of the

corporation and he retired as a Vice-

President in 1994.

During Bill’s time with GM, he successfully

completed management programs at the

masters level at the Wharton School of

Business Management -- University of

Pennsylvania and the Kellogg School of

Management at Northwestern University in

Evanston, Illinois. Ruby’s out-going nature

made it easy for her to find interesting work

and volunteer opportunities along the way.

Bill’s exceptional skills include alpine ski

racing, and a ski instructor/ski patroller for

many years, with experience in mountain

rescue. Before leaving Canada, Bill was a
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Vice-President of the Canadian Ski Patrol

system and a member of the Canadian Ski

Instructors Alliance. He has skied in

Switzerland, Austria, Germany, and France,

as well as in most of the major ski areas in

Canada and the U.S. He enjoyed skiing,

preferring Whistler, BC and Taos, NM, until

knee joint replacement would end his time

on the slopes.

Upon retiring, Bill and Ruby chose to divide

their time between Phoenix, AZ and

Bellingham, WA. They continue to enjoy

travel, keeping in touch with family and

friends, and their many hobbies and

interests. Bill especially enjoys teaching

welding techniques, plasma cutting, and

metal sculpture at the metal shop in Sun

City West. He also teaches and serves as

shop manager at the woodworking shop.

He belongs to the Lapidary and Silver

Workers clubs.

Ruby & Bill 
regularly 

attend Club 
gatherings.  

The 
Christmas 

performance 
at the 

Arizona 
Broadway 

Theater with 
friends from 

the GM 
Alumni Club 
of Arizona is 

a holiday 
favorite.

Bill also enjoys volunteering with the Society

of Automotive Engineers – A World in

Motion, a STEM program in local schools.

Recently, Canyon Creek School honored

veterans. We thank you Bill for your military

service and community volunteerism.

Bill enjoys a 
conversation 

with 2020-2022 
Club President, 

Peter 
Langenhorst 

during the Club’s 
tour and 

luncheon at the 
Martin Auto 

Museum, April 
2022.
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During our Golf Scrambles, Bill 
was the “man in demand” as 
he delivered beverages to 

Club members and guests out 
on the course.

Thank you Bill!

On Wednesday, February 8, 2023, Ruby & Bill participated in the 
Club’s gathering at the Musical Instrument Museum, Phoenix, AZ.

Ruby also enjoys gardening, calligraphy,

serving as Membership Chair of the West

Valley Nurses Club, and volunteering at the

Sun City West Library Book Donation Center.

The donated books then go into a larger

community book sale, held four times a year.

Proceeds are used to purchase new books

for the library.

Right:  Bill and Ruby enjoyed 
harvesting vegetables at the 
University of Arizona “Field to 

Feast” when the Club offered a 
special excursion to Yuma, AZ, 

February 2020.

Below:  Club members enjoy 
harvesting vegetables as our 

tour bus awaits our return.

Bottom:  Group photo.
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We enjoy good times with friends, new and old, as we share our individual 
legacy with General Motors while experiencing the rich bounty of Arizona.
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Quiz #5

Here are the answers you have been waiting for from the quiz on page 13 of the

last Newsletter. Check your answers; see how you scored; and learn more

about our club members. Do you have something of interest that you would like

to share in a future Member Quiz? If so, just email Roxanne Steffe at

rsteffe1@comcast.net with the information that will stump our membership.

M E M B E R S H I P  Q U I Z  # 5  – H O W  W E L L  D I D  Y O U  K N O W  O U R  C L U B  M E M B E R S ?

From January 2023 Club Reporter 

V O L U M E 6 6
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M E M B E R S H I P  Q U I Z  # 6  – H O W  W E L L  D O  Y O U  K N O W  O U R  C L U B  M E M B E R S ?

Our Club Members and Loyal Dealers have very interesting and

unique life experiences. As you come to know them at Club

gatherings, you might be surprised with what you will learn.

Check the list of experiences below and see how many you can

connect to the correct individual(s) on the right. Good luck!

And now for Quiz #6 …

We enjoy good times with friends, new and old, as we share our individual 
legacy with General Motors while experiencing the rich bounty of Arizona.

Watch for the next newsletter from the Club for the answers to this quiz.

Do you have something of interest that you would like to share in a future Member Quiz? If so, just

email Roxanne Steffe at rsteffe1@comcast.net with the information that will stump our membership.

______    He served as Club President in 1993 and is one of the 

longest ranking members of our Club, 30 years and counting!

______    As a professor at Grand Canyon University, he shares his 

valuable insight and real-world knowledge with college 

students, many preparing to be future executives.

______    He relocated to Houston after retiring from GM in Michigan.

They met over a competitive game of Bridge in the home of 

mutual friends in Phoenix, where she said he played Bridge 

like a gambler.

______    She was a Labor Relations Manager for Delco Electronics in 

Kokomo, IN.  Her husband worked for Delco Remy in 

Anderson, IN after serving on the corporate labor staff.  

______    During a three week tour of Europe in 1973, this couple made 

a lifetime connection with 25 of their travel compatriots.  Over 

the next 25+ years, they would remain friends and enjoy many   

destination vacations at locations throughout the entire U.S. 

______    He was a member of Engineering Staff as the Director of 

Safety Regulations and Affairs at the Technical Center in 

Warren, MI.

______    She is an alumni of the General Motors Institute (GMI), as is 

her husband.  Her co-op experience was at Central Foundry

in Saginaw, MI.  His was at Buick in Flint, MI.

______    Over the years, he generously provided authentic scale 

models of Electro-Motive locomotive engines as gifts to  our 

VIP dealer hosts at dealer-sponsored Club meetings.

A. Harry & Shirley 

Cameron

B. Cindy & Fred 

Haubold

C. Darlene & Glen 

Deane

D. Larry Sifred

E.   Kenneth Iske

F. Lewis & Darlene 

Cradit

G.   Mike Schumal

H.   Tom Terry

mailto:rsteffe1@comcast.net


A M B A S S A D O R S ’   C O R N E R

This section – the Ambassadors’ Corner – will regularly keep you updated on what is happening at our Loyal

Dealers – awards, special activities, promotions, incentives, etc. Check out their latest news below.

Ken Muecke
623-451-4494

kmuecke@libertybuick.com

Lydia Falcon
806-930-0741

lfalcon@libertygmcaz.com

V O L U M E 6 46
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